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What is the 
Irish Sea Fisheries Board?

The ISFB is the Irish State agency with responsibility for developing 
the Irish Sea Fishing and Aquaculture industries. 

Mission statement

"To promote the sustainable development of the Irish seafood industry 
at sea and ashore and support its diversification in the coastal regions 
so as to enhance the contribution of the sector to employment, income 
and welfare both regionally and nationally."





Structure of ISFB

ISFB implements policy through 4 Divisions

Aquaculture Fisheries Marine Services Marketing



Aquaculture Division

Sustainable development of aquaculture

Salmon, Trout, Perch, Artic Charr,
Mussels, Oysters, Scallops, Abalone,
Urchins, Razor Clams, Seaweed,
Seahorses and more.



Irish Aquaculture 1980 - 2002



Perch Hatchery, Co. Cavan.
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Aquaculture Initiative



Aquaculture Division Projects
Bay carrying capacity

Trestle graphics courtesy of 
Dr. John Richardson, 
Blue Hill Hydraulics 
Maine, 
USA.



Porphyra spp culture in 
association with Galway 
University



ECOPACT is a new initiative designed to ensure the widespread introduction of 
environmental management systems (EMS) throughout the Irish aquaculture 
industry. This in turn promotes responsible and sustainable development of fish 
and shellfish farming. 

ECOPACT helps industry to work to the highest standards and to produce a top 
quality product in a viable and efficient manner. It covers every aspect of 
aquaculture, from husbandry, to maintenance, and the interaction of farm related 
activities with the surrounding environment.
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Quality Schemes



Fisheries Development Division

Development of sustainable fisheries 

Fleet development & modernization
By-catch reduction
Technical conservation measures
Safety & efficiency improvements
Development of new fisheries



Tuna Tagging

• Diversification of fisheries in Ireland.
• Support sport fisheries sector in Ireland.

• Tuna observed in Ireland 1970’s
• Found as by-catch in Ireland 1980’s
• 1st line caught fish in Ireland Sept. 2000
• European record specimen Oct. 2001
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Market Development Division

Develop new markets 
Increase consumption of fish
Improve market knowledge amongst producers 
Improve sales and marketing capability 
Add value to Irish seafood sales



Marketing Programmes



Marine Services Division

Improve awareness of careers in fishing and

aquaculture. 
Provide practical training for careers in fishing and

aquaculture.
Provide safety training and promote safety

awareness in the industry.
Provide advice to operators on meeting legislation.



Marine Services Division
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